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Reading levels are meant to challenge your 
child while teaching them new words.





But there are also pitfalls to using reading levels

ÅReading only on one level can limit reading for fun and 
personal interest
ÅForced reading of a level can create reluctant readers
ÅLeveled-reading onlyŎŀƴ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǘƻ ōŜ άǿƻǊƪέ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 
άǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜέ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ
ÅLevels can be seen as a failure or shameful  if a child is well 

below peers

Reading



Schools follow many different types of reading scores to 
place your child at a reading level. Sometimes these test 
scores can be difficult to understand. 

Accelerated Reader

FountasPinnellGuided Reading

Lexile

NYRP Color Codes

Five Finger Rule



Accelerated Reader

Å¸ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎŎƻǊŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 
determined at school with 
standardized testing such as the 
STAR test

Å STAR test results will give a level 
where your child is probably 
capable of reading successfully 

Å This level is called Zone of Proximal 
Development or ZPD 

Å Then they match the ZPD with an 
Accelerated Reader level.



Accelerated Reader Scoring

Grade Level AR What it means:
Your child is probably capable of correctly answering 85% or 
more questions about a book that was determined by the 
Accelerated Reader site to be on a specific gradeyear and 
month level

.01 - .05 Beginning reading

.05- 1 Kindergarten/Beginning

1.2 First grade 2nd month

1.6 First grade 6th month

2.3 Second grade 3rd month

3.5 Third grade 5th month

Å Grade Level AR is a measure of where your child is reading 
proficiently. 

ÅάtǊƻŦƛŎƛŜƴǘƭȅέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀ ǘŜǎǘ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ 
read, they can answer 85% of the questions correctly



Å When your child finishes a book, your child can take a 
short quiz on the computer. 

Å Passing the quiz is an indication that your child 
understood what was read. 

Å AR results help  your child set goals and direct ongoing 
reading practice. 

Å Schools have access to these tests. Parents can either 
pay for the tests or do the sample tests with their child.



LŦ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƭŜǾŜƭΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Ǝƻ ǘƻ 
http://www.arbookfind.com/ to find out the level of your 
ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ book

Put the title into the search bar and the AR level will come up

http://www.arbookfind.com/


Your child can also take quizzes to check on their 
comprehension of the book on the site



But rememberΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ

Let your child also read books for fun at any level to 
ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎŜŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀǎ work.



What is a Lexile Score?

The Lexile Framework was developed by MetaMetrics©, 
an educational assessment and research team, funded 
originally by the National Institute of Child Health and 
Human Development.

A school either gives the student a Scholastic Reading 
Inventory Test (SRI) or a Lexile score is determined from 
state or local standardized testing such as STAR.



The [ŜȄƛƭŜ CǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀǘŎƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ 
ability with a ōƻƻƪΩǎ ǊŜŀŘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ





Å But it is not the only consideration when selecting a book.

Å¸ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎΣ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜǎ ŀƎŜ-
appropriate material, and instructional goals are also 
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƛƴ ƳŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΦ

Å It ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ [ŜȄƛƭŜ 
measure is not a measure of his or her intelligence. 



Librarians teach parents the 5 finger rule

ÅCƛƴŘ ŀ ōƻƻƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƭŜǾŜƭΦ
ÅHave your child read out loud the

page with the most words.
ÅEach time your child hesitates, falters,

or does not know a word, 
count it on your fingers.

ÅIf they finished the page without any 
struggles ςthe book is too easy ς
go a level higher

ÅIf they struggled more than 5 times ς
the book is too hard ς
go a level lower

ÅYou want them to struggle with 2-4 words per page which 
helps them learn new words.

Å5ƻƴΩǘ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ƴŀƳŜǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊΦ



Local CSISD Librarian 
Sally Smith devised a 
correlation between 
the color charts used in 
some CSISD schools, 
with AR levels, and 
with letter levels of the 
Fountas& Pinnell
Guided Reading Chart



Other Reading Scores

Local school libraries may use a color code system rather than a 
numbered score system. They may use AR, Fountas& Pinnell, or 
Lexile for their color coding, but the colors help the child choose 
an appropriate level book. 

If your child tells you they are reading blue books at school, they 
are reading at an AR level around 2.5 Fountas& Pinnellscore L, 
and a Lexile score around 500.

We have a correlation chart at the Youth Services desk at the 
Larry J. Ringer library in case you want to find the level that 
ƳŀǘŎƘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƭŜǾŜƭ ŀǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ 

The chart is on the next page also. 




